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Upcoming Events 

UMM Breakfast     Saturday, October 9th 8:00 am 

Pastor Appreciation Sunday   Sunday, October 10th 

Sisterhood Ladies Day Out   Thursday, October 14 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Sisterhood Ladies Night Out   Thursday, October 14 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Children’s Sabbath    Sunday, October 17 11:00 Service 

Little Blessings Open House   Thursday, October 21 

Trunk or Treat Event    Sunday, October 24 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

Newsletter Folding     Tuesday, November 2nd 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm 

3rd-5th Grade Bible Camp   November 5-6 

Lord’s Acre      November 6 



Prayers for Jeff Elliot and his crew as they work to 
restore electricity to those affected by Hurricane 
Ida. 

Prayers for Karen Kimble, friend of Honor Flaim, 
who is having back surgery. 

Prayers for Rita Griffin, friend of Honor Flaim, 
who has a broken shoulder. 

Prayers of joy on the birth of Cohen Joshua 
Roberson, born September 3rd to Caleb and 
Magenta Roberson and Liz Slagle is now a proud 
grandmother. 

Prayers of joy for Ron and Betty Mayo who 
celebrate their 51st Wedding Anniversary on 
September 6th. 

Prayers for Oren McMillan who fell on his way 
into the church and dislocated his shoulder. He is 
doing well and mending. 

Prayers for Brenda Ellsworth, neighbor of Lorene 
McLaughlin, who is hospitalized with Covid. 

Prayers of Condolence for Judy Baker after the 
passing of her husband Glen on August 29th. 

Prayers for the Spivey familly who were in a car 
wreck Saturday night. Terry Spivey passed away.  

Prayers for Charlotte Unland, Gary Matthes' sister, 

These prayers have been shared with your church family.  Please help us lift these requests to 

the Lord. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers. 

who was hospitalized for tests. 

Prayers for Dana Moser, mother of Shelby Ball, who 
has been diagnosed with Melanoma Skin Cancer. 

Prayers for the Lopez family, for the death of Isaiah 
and Elijah, brothers who were Boswell High School 
students. They died in a car accident Wednesday 
afternoon. 

Prayers for Dianne Watson, for healing from 
numerous falls, and also for improved stability and 
balance. 

Prayers of joy for Dee and Tom Griffith as they 
celebrated their 50th anniversary on Saturday, 
September 18th. 

Prayers of healing for Cathy Cartmill who had neck 
surgery, Friday, September 17th, to remove a bone 
spur on her spine. 

Prayers for the health of Richard Bell, Shawn Bell's 
father. 

Prayers for the friends of Joyce Byrd after her passing 
on Saturday, September 25th. 

Prayers for Josh and Jake who were seriously injured 
in a jet ski accident with a boat. 

Prayers of thanksgiving for safe travels. 

Prayer List 



Memorials/Honorariums 

Given to the Budget 

In Memory of Glen Baker 

Given by Adrian & Jenny Cardenas 

 

Given to the Children’s Ministry  

Renovation 

In Honor of Mariam and Thomas Flaim 

Given by Honor Flaim 

 

Given to the Memorial Fund 

In Memory of Terry Spivey 

Given by Tim & Jane Ann Kret 

 

In Memory of Glen Baker 

Given by Jon Ed & Frankie Robbins 

Given to the Memorial Garden 

In Memory of Glen Baker 

Given by Jimmy & Barbara Henley 

 

In Memory of Faye Dell Bicknell 

Given by Andy & Nancy Legault 

 

In Memory of Glen Baker 

Given by Andy & Nancy Legault 

 

Given to the Music Ministries 

In Memory of Mary Guess’ grandfather 

Given by Jimmy & Barbara Henley 

 

In Memory of Mary Guess’ grandfather 

Given by Adrian & Jenny Cardenas 

 

In Memory of Kent Stallcup’s brother 

Given by Jimmy & Barbara Henley 

Prayers Continued 

Prayers for border patrol, police, military, and our 

country. 

Prayers for Thomas Flaim, 20 months old, who is 
sick, and the doctors are trying to figure out what it 
is. 

Prayers of solace for a friend whose daughter and 
son-in-law were murdered in Ohio. 

Prayers of solace for a friend whose daughter and son-
in-law were murdered in Ohio. 

Prayers for a friend whose 45-year-old husband is in 
ICU on a ventilator with Covid. 

Prayers for Mary Kirby as she may possibly have 

cancer. 



Two Simple Words: Thank you! 

My family and I are thankful for the love that Saginaw United Methodist Church has shown us since the 

announcement of my appointment and for the Welcome Brunch. The food and the fellowship were 

amazing. The cards and the gifts were thoughtful, and we greatly appreciate the time you spent selecting 

them. We recognize that we are not entitled to any of it. We don’t deserve it. Saginaw United Methodist 

Church showed us grace. We thank God for you.  Please consider the following scripture. 

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I thank my God always for you, because 

of God’s grace that was given to you in Christ Jesus. 5 That is, you were made rich through him in everything: in all 

your communication and every kind of knowledge, 6 in the same way that the testimony about Christ was confirmed 

with you. 7 The result is that you aren’t missing any spiritual gift while you wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be 

revealed. 8 He will also confirm your testimony about Christ until the end so that you will be blameless on the day 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, and you were called by him to partnership with his Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  
(1 Corinthians 1:3-9 Common English Bible) 
 

Paul is thankful to God for the Corinthians because of the grace that God has given them in Christ Jesus.  

God has made that same grace available to us through the sacrificial act of Jesus Christ on the cross for 

our sins.  You see grace is the unmerited favor of God. You cannot buy it or earn it. None of us deserve it.  

It is a gift. Why does God give it? The answer is love.  Grace is a manifestation of God’s love.  

Grace comes to us from God the Father by the work of the Holy Spirit before we even come to faith in 

Jesus Christ. It is like the smell of brunch in the fellowship hall drawing us to the table of fellowship.  At 

this table, you find deliverance from the hunger pains of this world. You find a relationship with the host 

Jesus and other guests at the table.  The only means of receiving the meal is through accepting Jesus’ 

Christ's invitation to sit down and eat. If you want to eat you must accept his invitation. 

The host has gone away for a time but will return. The grace at the table will sustain the fellowship of 

people gathered at the table until the host, Jesus Christ returns. What are we supposed to be doing? Giv-

ing thanks and building up the fellowship and adding new people to the table through the gifts that we 

received through grace. We look forward to many years of serving God and the people of God in this 

community. Please continue to invite others to the table our community is full of hungry people. 

 

Blessings and Peace, 

Ramon F. Smith, Pastor 

Pastor Ramon Smith 



Youth Ministry 

also assist in selecting music. The goal is to encour-

age our youth to share the gifts that they have been 

given and to be more involved 

in worship. What better way to 

do that than to give them that 

opportunity while surrounded 

and supported by their loving 

church family! 

All youth who are interested in 

in fulfilling these roles, please 

contact Michelle Burkholder 

(michelle@saginawumc.org). 

More information can be found 

in the youth room during 

Youth Sunday school, What’s Up Wednesdays and 

Sunday Night Youth.  

 

Community Service Project Continues 

In September, as part of their Outreach Ministry, 
SUMC Youth kicked off their Community Service 
Project by collecting school supplies for local teachers 
and students in need. We will continue collecting 
school supply donations during the month of Octo-
ber, as well. Please consider donating an item or two 
to help bless a student or teacher. Supply lists and 
collection bins can be found in Fellowship Hall and 
upstairs in the Youth Room. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Michelle Burkholder 
(michelle@saginawumc.org).  
 
A Very Special Thank You 
 
SUMC Youth would like to ex-
tend a heartfelt THANK YOU to 
Orlando Martinez for his very 
kind and generous gift of a “retro
-style” video arcade machine!! 
Orlando not only purchased, then 
donated the arcade machine, he 
also installed it up in the youth 
room for all to enjoy! WE LOVE 
YOU ORLANDO!! 

Trunk or Treat 2021 

Calling all youth!! We need YOU! SUMC Youth will be 

hosting "Games & Activities" during our annual Commu-

nity Trunk or Treat event on October 24th, from 5:00-

7:00pm. This is one of the biggest outreach events our 

church hosts each year and is a TON OF FUN! We are in 

need of several youth who would be willing to run each 

game station. There are new games this year to choose 

from! Throughout the night, each youth will be given the 

opportunity to rotate stations as well as take a stroll 

around the grounds to collect some treats from all of the 

trunks. Costumes are encouraged (not too scary, please!) 

and youth can earn community service hours too!  

This is a great opportunity for youth to step up and serve 

not only their church family but the surrounding commu-

nity in which they live. Sign-up sheets will be available in 

the youth room during Sunday school, Sunday Night 

Youth and What's Up Wednesdays! If you have any ques-

tions, please contact Michelle Burkholder, Director of 

Youth Ministries (michelle@saginawumc.org). 

 

OTHER YOUTH VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Lord’s Half Acre  

Youth volunteers are needed to help with movie-time and 

crafts for our younger children during the live auction 

portion of Lord’s Acre on November 6. All youth interest-

ed in helping please contact Michelle Burkholder 

(michelle@saginawumc.org). More information and sign-

up sheets can also be found in the youth room during 

youth Sunday school, What’s Up Wednesdays, and Sun-

day Night Youth.  

Worship Service – Third Sunday 

Youth are being given the opportunity to step up and 

serve the church in a new and exciting way during the 

third Sunday Worship Service each month. We are look-

ing for youth who would be willing to read Scripture and 

our Affirmation of Faith, help with announcements and 

mailto:michelle@saginawumc.org
mailto:michelle@saginawumc.org
mailto:michelle@saginawumc.org


Children’s Ministry 
Congratulations to our 

newest Acolytes!!   

Abigail Apgar 

Solei Dragna 

Susan Shannon 

RJ Smith. 

Family Bike Day was a great success!  

The children and families and fun riding around, practicing turn signals, decorating their bikes, and 

learning bike safety  



Children’s Ministry (cont.) 
Upcoming Events: (stay tuned for more 

information) 

• Children’s Sabbath - October 17th 

• Trunk or Treat - October 24th  

• Glen Lake Bible Camp for 3rd - 5th graders - 

November 5-6 

• Advent Event - December 5th 

• Family PJ & Movie Night - December 12th 

• Children’s Christmas Musical - December 19th 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Thank you to all of the volunteers we have had 
this Summer!!!! We are in need of volunteers for 
the fall semester during Sunday School and Wee 
Worship. At this time we will continue with a one 
or two-room Sunday School format until we reach 
a level to increase our room numbers. All 
volunteers must be Ministry Safe current. It 
would be wonderful if you are able to dedicate a 
month at a time, but I completely understand that 
everyone has their own schedules to be mindful 
of. You can view the dates and times needed 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080c45abaf2fabff2-fall1. Thank you for your 
prayerful consideration to serving the children.  

CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

We invite all children K-6th to join the 
Children’s Choir!  They will be meeting on 
Wednesday nights 5:30—6:30 beginning October 
20th.  If your child is interested please contact 
Sandra Young 2019syoung01@gmail.com or Charity 
Dragna children@saginawums.org. 

TRUNK OR TREAT 

Trunk or Treat is back!  Join us Sunday, October 
24th for our annual Trunk or Treat event.  We are 
collecting candy and treats in Fellowship Hall.  You 
can also sign up to volunteer at the event or host a 
trunk during the event in Fellowship Hall.  This is a 
FREE community event and will include bounce 
houses, a maze, games, cake walk, and, of course, 
trick or treating!  There will also be food trucks for 
purchase and any voluntary donations made will 
go to the Children’s Ministry to help with 
programming and the Children’s Wing remodel 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TO GO 

If you are not ready to come back to church just yet, 

but are interested in receiving monthly Sunday 

School to-go bags, please register here or contact 

Charity at children@saginawumc.org.  We will 

begin monthly pick-ups soon.  I am planning to 

TRY and record videos for each lesson, but as I am 

not the most tech savvy, we may continue with the 

videos I am currently using for now. 

WEE WORSHIP 

Currently, all children are welcome to Wee 

Worship.  I would like to get to a point that we can 

have a special bible study and mission time for our 

2nd-6th graders during the 11:00 time, but the 

Children’s Ministry needs more volunteers to make 

this happen.  During Wee Worship we will be 

talking about the basics of spiritual life.  How we 

pray, learning the Lord’s Prayer, books in the Bible 

and much more. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c45abaf2fabff2-fall1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c45abaf2fabff2-fall1
mailto:2019syoung01@gmail.com
mailto:children@saginawumc.org?subject=Children's%20Choir
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfpGOMQGJpuV0rsk_4WK4avjOOA3N0K8r3PH7_e7wrE7i98fQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


 

Little Blessings in ready for fall!  September was our month to learn ‘all about me’, and about our com-
munity helpers!  October brings dinosaurs, and November is all about fall and the orchard!  Our theme-
based learning gives us the chance to explore a topic for more than one day, making these ideas more 
familiar to our kids as the month passes.   

 

Our students also had their first weeks of chapel, where we started at the beginning with “God the Cre-
ator”.  Music has also been a fun addition to the day, with time in the gym to work out the wiggles and 
get in some singing and dancing! 

 

This month we are hoping for a visit from the first station.  We also have our fall open house and family 
dinner on October 21st. (Proceeds from the dinner will go right back to the Little Blessings program).  
We will have our Halloween parties and trick or treating through the church, on Oct 28th.  A busy, but 
fun month!  

 



The Finance Committee would like to thank the congregation for your continued support of our 2021 
budget with your financial commitments.  The 2022 Stewardship Drive will be held during the month of 
October.  Each of the five Sundays will focus on how our gifts empower Saginaw United Methodist 
Church  to serve  God with our  Prayers, Presence, Gifts, Service, and Witness.  The various committees 
of the church will be also finalizing their respective budgets during October.  The Finance Committee 
will be reviewing the budgets and stewardship results and  compiling the 2022 annual budget.  We ask 
for all pledges to be turned in by Sunday, October 31st to help us be as efficient and effective stewards as 
possible. 

Finance Committee 

ELMER & CLAIRE WATSON MEMORIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT WAS A HUGE SUCCESS 

The annual golf tournament presented by Methodist Men was held Friday, September 24 at The Golf Club @ 

The Resort.  It is the only source of funds for Methodist Men’s ministries in SUMC and was a huge success.  

Everyone had fun.  Many thanks for the Golf Tournament Committee for the hard work putting it together: 

Tom Griffith, Jerry Avery, Ken Sipll, Lenny Moore, Bob Pressler, Orlando Martinez, Ken Myers and Don King. 

Methodist Men greatly appreciate the support of the church with players, sponsors and volunteers.  Thanks to 

the volunteers who spent the day at the golf course making sure everything went well: Joan Sipll, Dave White, 

Lou Ann Pressler, Joann Avery, Jane Moore, Dale & Londa Pontius, Ken Myers and Tom Griffith. 

We were surprised and pleased that Elmer & Claire’s daughters, Nancy and Susan attended the BBQ and 

awards ceremony after the play was finished.   

Golf Tournament 



Connection Opportunities 

Lord’s Acre is Saturday, November 6th! 

We are excited to announce the return of Lord’s Acre 
at SUMC on Saturday, November 6!  Our committee is 
already planning for a wonderful day of fellowship, 
fun, and food…...and, of course, the wonderful auc-
tions that benefit SUMC Capital Improvements.  There 
will be a live and silent auction, handmade quilts, chil-
dren’s auction, lunch, and a delicious bake sale.  More 
information will come soon!  Donations will be accept-
ed October 24th—November 3rd.  If you have any 
questions, please email Jenny Cardenas at 
jlm2509@hotmail.com. 

Stephen Ministers available  

If you would like to speak with a Stephen Minister, 
please let us know by contacting Donna Ander-
son, Director of Stephen Ministry, stephenminis-
try@saginawumc.org 817-269-5919.  Although these 
calls may be or      different from a Stephen Ministry 
caring relationship, confidentiality aspects still apply, 
making it easier to share sensitive information or diffi-
cult feelings. 

Methodist Men 

The next Methodist Men’s breakfast is Saturday, Octo-
ber 9th.  We will meet at JR’s at 8:00 am for breakfast 
and then go to the church to work on some projects. 

Methodist Men will prepare the pulled pork lunch at 
Lord’s Acre on November 6th. 

The Methodist Men’s annual retreat this fall has been 
CANCELLED.  We will instead meet on Friday, No-
vember 12th to finish up the large project at one of the 
church members’ homes.  Dismantle and remove a 
rotted deck, cut down and remove several huge bush-
es growing around the deck, construct a set of stairs 
going from the patio door to the backyard.  More de-
tails later. 

The Samaritans invite you to join us Sunday Mornings 

in Room C-20 

9:45am – 10:45am for adult Bible fellowship (Live)  

Or by Zoom  

ZOOM MEETING ID: 730 753 4881   PW: 704 664 

For information, please contact Bee Thompson @ 

817.690.7784 or be.escobar.thompson@gmail.com 

Choir 

Greetings SUMC Family! 

The SUMC Sanctuary Choir is back in full swing with 
rehearsals on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm in the 
Sanctuary.  You are hereby invited to come join 
us!!  Whether you've sung in the past or not, we wel-
come you!!   

Saginaw Ringers 

The SUMC handbells rehearse on Wednesdays at 6:00 
pm.  Join us in the choir room! 

Women ‘s Journey Group 

The “Slightly Off-Balanced” Journey Group would like 
to invite any ladies who are looking for a small group to 
join us on Sunday evenings from 7 to about 8 p.m. The 
group has single and married women with high school 
and adult aged children. We meet by Zoom, so if it 
sounds good to you to stay home while taking part in 
Bible study and friendship, this might be a great fit for 
you. For more information or the Zoom link, please con-
tact phrainone@gmail.com 

Women of Grace 

Sundays at 9:45am room C2.  You are invited to join 

them and bring a friend.  We are beginning our  study 

of the Lord’s Prayer in The Great House of God by Max 

Lucado.  If you have any questions, please contact Janet 

Page, 210 846-5306 or Susie Rhoades, 765 748-0272.  

Men’s Bible Study  

Men’s Bible Study is a self directed discussion.  We meet 
in room C-20 and via zoom each Tuesday at 7:00 pm.  
For more information, please contact the church office. 

mailto:phrainone@gmail.com


Connection Opportunities (cont.) 

Community Link 

Our next collection date is Saturday, November 13th, 
10-11am.  We will be at CL's location, 300 S Belmont 
St, 10-11am.  You can go to their website to see what 
they are needing and they are accepting bags 
now. They need peanut butter, flour, sugar, rice, in-
stant potatoes, cereals, Mac n Cheese, kid’s pastas, 
crackers, can meats, can vegetables, cans of fruit and 
fruit bowls. Toiletries, toothbrush & paste, soap, toilet 
paper, washing powder, fabric softeners, diapers, fem-
inine hygiene products and anything else you can 
think of that they might need.  The next donation date 
is Dec 4th. Thank you for your generous spirit.  

Ladies Day Out October 

Mark your calendars for our outing on Thursday, Oct 
14th, 10:30-2pm.  We will meet and leave from the fel-
lowship hall parking lot at 10:30am. Then we’re off to 
the Botanical Gardens for lunch and then to the Log 
Cabin Village.  If you have any questions contact 
Shirley Stephens, 817 683-5289. 
Ladies Night Out October 

Ladies, are you as excited as I am that it's fall?!?  Come 
join us on Thursday, Oct 14 from 7-9 in the fellowship 
hall for a make and take pumpkin decorating craft. 
Cost is $5 for supplies for those who want to decorate. 
Or you can just come hang out and watch for free. 
Please let me know if you want to participate so we 
can make sure to have enough supplies on 
hand. (Shirley Stephens, 817 683-5289) 
Ladies Night Out November 

Join us in the fellowship hall on Thursday, Nov 11th, 7-
9pm.  This will be a planning meeting for the year 
2022. We want your input and ideas.  If you’re unable 
to join us please email or text me your ideas and sug-
gestions for anything you would like to do or study in 
2022.  (Shirley Stephens, 817 683-5289 or 
ss4541@swbell.net).  After the planning session we 
will have a short Bible study.  

Sisterhood Updates on Women’s Ministry at SUMC 

Women’s Bible Study 

We are looking for someone interested in leading a 

study in the Fall.  Please pray about this and if you 

feel lead to we would welcome your help.  You can 

do in person or on zoom and pick your study.  Con-

tact Shirley Stephens, 817-683-5289. 

Presbyterian Night Shelter 

If you have anything you would like to share with 

PNS (not furniture please) just contact Shirley Ste-

phens.  We can meet at the church or I can come to 

you to collect your items. 

SOCKS 

The Sisterhood is collecting socks of all sizes for chil-
dren, women and men for PNS.  The weather will 
soon be cooling off and our donation will help them 
stay warm.  Just put them in the fellowship hall or 
give them to an usher.   

Ronald McDonald House 

We continue to collect pull tabs for the Ronald 
McDonald House in Fort Worth. Parents and families 
are able to rest at the RMD while their children are at 
Cooks Children's Hospital receiving treatment. You 
can bring your pull tabs to our Community Link do-
nations or you can bring them to church on Sun-
days.  We have 2 glass containers located by the open 
doors for you to put them in. Thank you for helping 
in this worthy mission.   

mailto:ss4541@swbell.net


 

 

 

209 S. Blue Bonnet St. 

Saginaw, Texas 76179 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Fort Worth, Texas 

Permit No. 570 

Focus Newsletter Schedule  

The Focus Newsletter a monthly publication of Saginaw United Methodist Church. The next publication 

will be November 2nd with submissions due to office@saginawumc.org by October 26th. Visit 

saginawumc.org/contact-us/email-sign-up/ to sign up to receive the newsletter by email and to receive 

special e-news blasts. 

    Facebook.com/saginawumc 
 

 

Sunday Morning Worship in person and online 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

Office Hours Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

 

www.saginawumc.org                            817.232.0390 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 


