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Upcoming Events 

Acolyte Training (3rd - 5th)   Sunday, September 19th 12:30 pm - 2:30 pm 

UMM Golf Tournament    Friday, September 24th 12:00 pm 

Pastor Ramon & Family Welcome  Sunday, September 26th 12:00 pm 

Family Bike Day     Sunday, September 26th 12:30 pm - 2:30 pm 

Pastor Appreciation Month   October 

Newsletter Folding     Tuesday, October 5th 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm 

Pastor Appreciation Sunday   Sunday, October 10th 

Sisterhood Ladies Day Out   Thursday, October 14 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Children’s Sabbath    Sunday, October 17 11:00 Service 

Trunk or Treat Event    Sunday, October 24 

Welcome the Newest Member  

of Saginaw UMC! 

Welcome to Pastor Ramon and Family 

SPR will be hosting a Welcome Celebration 

in the Fellowship Hall for Pastor Ramon and 

Family on Sunday, September 26th at 12:00 

P.M.  There will be refreshments along with 

the option to leave a card expressing your 

support as they make this transition and 

get settled in. 

Jerry McWilliams 



Prayers for Joyce Byrd who is in hospice. 

Prayers for Davie who has been diagnosed 

with Covid. 

Prayers for the White Settlement Police 
Department which lost officer Albert 

Gomez on Tuesday. 

Prayers for the Warren family and the 

Jordan family after the loss of their father. 

Prayers for Kent and Tammy Stallcup in 

the loss of Kent’s sister, Anne. 

Prayers for Jerry Wallace, cousin to 
Stephanie Morgan, who is in the hospital 

with Covid-19. 

Prayers for Cynthia and Richard McGee 

and family, friends of Kim Birkner, as 
they deal with his rapidly worsening 

Dementia, Aphasia, and lung cancer. 

Prayers for Bob Matthes, brother to Gary 

Matthes, whose cancer has returned. 

Prayers of recovery for Steve Ragsdale 

after a heart procedure on August 2nd. 

Prayers for Rick Henry who is home after 

a hospital stay. 

These prayers have been shared with your church family.  Please help us lift these requests to 

the Lord. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers. 

Prayers for Jerry Timms as he has been 

going through testing to find out why his leg 

and foot are swelling. 

Prayers of joy for Norma English’s newest 

granddaughter born to Lora and Jacob 

Spain. 

Prayers for Michelle Napps who was rear 
ended by an 18 wheeler.  She is doing well 

but is 5 months pregnant with twins and is 
being closely monitored to not lose the 

twins. 

Prayers for the family of Mike Hines who 

passed away from Covid. 

Prayers for Aimee Reyes after the death of 

her grandmother. 

Prayers for Ofilia Juarez who is recovering 

from a double mastectomy. 

Prayers of joy for Dr. Jay and Millie Beavers 
who celebrated 57 years of marriage on 

Friday, August 20th. 

Prayers of joy for the Gonzalez family as they 

welcome Michael and Peyton to their family. 

Prayer List 



Memorials/Honorariums 

Given to Community Link 

In Honor of Shelley Collins 

Given by Jerry and Terry Timms 

 

Given to the Endowment Fund 

In Memory of Mary Guess’ grandfather 

Given by Dale and Londa Pontius 

 

Given to the Kitchen Restoration 

In Memory of Chuck Wheeler 

Given by Al and Dianne Watson 

Given to the Saginaw Water Project 

In Honor of Cora Mae Tompkins 

Given by Linda Dumis 

 

Given to the Memorial Garden 

In Memory of Chuck Wheeler 

Given by Debbie Able 

 

In Memory of Faye Dell Bicknell 

Given by Debbie Able 

Prayers Continued 

Prayers of Thanksgiving for the 

granddaughter of Terry Timms, Abby 

Smith, who graduated from A&M. 

Prayers for the health of Joyce Spindor. 

Prayers of traveling mercies. 

Prayers for our military, US and Afghan 

civilians, and our country. 

Prayers for our country during this time. 

Prayers for Manning Cook.  He and Pearl 
would have celebrated 69 years of marriage 

on August 19th. 

Prayers for Dr. Scott as he begins his roll 
as Interim Senior Pastor at Wm. C. Martin 

UMC. 

Prayers for those who have unspoken 

burdens on their hearts. 

Prayers of peace for Joe Rutherford, uncle of 
Don Rutherford, as he has been placed in 

hospice. 

Prayers for Jeff Kriesman’s family, friends of 
the Reedys.  His 24 year old son was killed in 
a motorcycle accident involving a car that 

didn’t see him. 

Prayers for Judy Baker and family after the 

loss of her husband Glen Baker. 

Prayers for the US Gulf coast and especially 

New Orleans.  For all residents and students 

in Hurricane Ida’s path. 

Prayers for our military, families of the 13 
marines killed in Afghan, all the civilians 

trapped in Kabul and our country. 



DO YOURSELF A FAVOR: JOIN KIDS HOPE! 

There are more children every year that need 

someone to care about them. If you are feeling a 

deeper calling to serve, this could be your 

opportunity to join this rewarding ministry. If you 

think you might be interested in mentoring or 

being a prayer partner, please contact Charity 

Dragna at children@saginawumc.org or call 817-

232-0390 

Change a life and we promise your life will be 

changed, too. Join our team! 

The Children’s Department is hiring Children’s 

Assistants.  Applicants need to be CPR certified or 

able to become certified after hire.  Potential ap-

plicants would work with children ages 0-12, 

hours include Sundays 9:30 am—12:30 pm for Sun-

day School and Wee Worship, other events 

throughout the year will be requested with ad-

vance notice (i.e. VBS, camps, PNO, etc.)  Please 

contact Charity at children@sagianawumc.org for 

more information. 



Friends - 

I have been asked by our District Superintendent to become the Interim Senior Pastor at Wm. 
C. Martin UMC in Bedford for the next 7 months.  Kathey and I were Saginaw UMC 

“members” first, then choir members, then I served as Interim Associate Pastor from March to 
October 2020 before being asked to serve as Interim Senior Pastor at St. Barnabas UMC in 
Arlington from November 2020 through January this year and then had the honor of serving 

as Interim Senior Pastor at Saginaw from April to June.  Thank you for your support and 
friendship.  Saginaw is our community and we intend to return in March 2022.  Keep us in 

your prayers. 

Dr Scott Youngblood 

Connection Opportunities 

Sisterhood Updates on Women’s Ministry at 

SUMC 

Women’s Bible Study 

We are looking for someone interested in leading 

a study in the Fall.  Please pray about this and if 

you feel lead to we would welcome your help.  

You can do in person or on zoom and pick your 

study.  Contact Shirley Stephens, 817-683-5289. 

Presbyterian Night Shelter 

If you have anything you would like to share 

with PNS (not furniture please) just contact 

Shirley Stephens.  We can meet at the church or I 

can come to you to collect your items. 

Ronald McDonald House 

We continue to collect pull tabs for the Ronald 
McDonald House in Fort Worth. Parents and 
families are able to rest at the RMD while their 
children are at Cooks Children's Hospital receiv-
ing treatment. You can bring your pull tabs to 
our Community Link donations or you can bring 
them to church on Sundays.  We have 2 clear 
containers located by the open doors for you to 
put them in. Thank you for helping in this wor-
thy mission.  

Community Link 

The next collection date is Saturday, October  
2nd.  We will be at CL's location, 300 S Belmont St, 
10-11am.  You can go to their website to see what 
they are needing and they are accepting bags 
now. They need peanut butter, flour, sugar, rice, 
instant potatoes, cereals, Mac n Cheese, kid’s pas-
tas, crackers, can meats, can vegetables, cans of 
fruit and fruit bowls. Toiletries, toothbrush & 
paste, soap, toilet paper, washing powder, fabric 
softeners, diapers, feminine hygiene products and 
anything else you can think of that they might 
need.  The next donation date is November 
6th.  Thank you for your generous spirit.  

Ladies Day Out 

Join us as we venture into the past at the Log Cab-
in Village.  We will head over there on Thursday, 
October 14th, leaving the church at 10 am.  The 
cost is $5.00 per person.  Then we will have lunch 
at Rock Springs Café at the Botanical Gardens.  
You can check their website to look at the menu 
before we go.  We should be back at the church by 
2 pm.  If you want to join us please let Jean King 
(817-556-7942) or Shirley Stephens (817-683-5289) 
know so we can add you to the list. 



Connection Opportunities (cont.) 

Choir 

Greetings SUMC Family! 

The SUMC Sanctuary Choir is back in full swing 
with rehearsals on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 
pm in the Sanctuary.  You are hereby invited to 
come join us!!  Whether you've sung in the past or 
not, we welcome you!!   

Saginaw Ringers 

The SUMC handbells will begin again on 
Wednesday, September 22nd. 

Women ‘s Journey Group 

The “Slightly Off-Balanced” Journey Group 
would like to invite any ladies who are looking 
for a small group to join us on Sunday evenings 
from 7 to about 8 p.m. The group has single and 
married women with high school and adult aged 
children. We meet by Zoom, so if it sounds good 
to you to stay home while taking part in Bible 
study and friendship, this might be a great fit for 
you. For more information or the Zoom link, 
please contact phrainone@gmail.com 

Women of Grace 

Sundays at 9:45am room C2.  You are invited to 

join them and bring a friend.  We are beginning 

our  study of the Lord’s Prayer in The Great 

House of God by Max Lucado.  If you have any 

questions, please contact Janet Page, 210 846-5306 

or Susie Rhoades, 765 748-0272.  

Men’s Bible Study  

Men’s Bible Study is a self directed discussion.  
We meet in room C-20 and via zoom each Tues-
day at 7:00 pm.  For more information, please con-
tact the church office. 

The Samaritans invite you to join us Sunday Mornings 

in Room C-20 

9:45am – 10:45am for adult Bible fellowship (Live)  

Or by Zoom  

ZOOM MEETING ID: 730 753 4881   PW: 704 664 

For information, please contact Bee Thompson @ 

817.690.7784 or be.escobar.thompson@gmail.com 

Study Dates August 1 – September 12 

Words of Life: Jesus and the Promise of the Ten Com-

mandments Today  

by Adam Hamilton 

What if the Ten Commandments were not just a set of 

ancient rules, but a guide to experiencing the good life 

today? 
 

Nearly everyone has heard of the Ten Commandments, 

the list of “thou-shalt-nots” found in the Bible. Jesus saw 

these commandments not as onerous burdens, but as 

guideposts to help us experience a good and beautiful 

life. These ten ancient “words” were given to us by a 

loving God who longed to set safe boundaries, create 

order out of chaos, help communities live peacefully, 

and protect us—often from ourselves. 

 

In this book of Scripture and inspiration, bestselling au-

thor Adam Hamilton brings modern eyes to the most 

important set of ethics in history. He considers the com-

mandments in their historical context, considering the 

meaning of each commandment in Hebrew, unpacking 

how Jesus reinterpreted them, and showing how every 

thou-shalt-not was intended to point to a life-giving 

“thou shalt.” He also explores how the latest research in 

science and psychology illuminates these command-

ments, rightly understood, as a way of ordering one's 

life beautifully in the present day. In a culture marked 

by workaholism, materialism, and social media-driven 

envy, God has given us a time-tested path that leads to 

gratitude, confidence, and peace. 

                  Come join us for fellowship and study. 

mailto:phrainone@gmail.com


Connection Opportunities (cont.) 

If you are not a golfer, you can still be a big help 
by purchasing a “Hole Sponsor” sign for $00.  
Your sign with your name and message will be 
placed in a prominent place on one of the tee box-
es at the golf course during the tournament.  Fill 
out the forms on the church website or forms 
around the church building.  Tournament is 
named in honor of long time members of SUMC, 
Elmer & Claire Watson.  Special thank you to Ray 
and Juanita Jordan for their generous contribu-
tion this year to name them the Tournament 
Sponsor. 

Big thank you to the Methodist Men for the work 
they did to freshen up the playground area and 
installing two new pieces of playground equip-
ment for the kids. 

Methodist Men have been asked to provide hot 
dogs for the Family Bike event on September 
26th. 

Methodist Men will prepare the pulled pork 
lunch at Lord’s Acre on November 6th. 

The Methodist Men’s annual retreat is scheduled 
for Friday, November 12 to Sunday, November 14 
at Lake Murray, OK.  All men of the church are 
welcome.  More details to follow.  

As the weather cools, Methodist Men will finish 
up the large project at one of the church mem-
bers’ homes.  Dismantle and remove a rotted 
deck, cut down and remove several huge bushes 
growing around the deck, construct a set of stairs 
going from the patio door to the backyard.  More 
details later. 

Methodist Men just recertified their charter 
through 2022. 

Lord’s Acre is Back! 

We are excited to announce the return of Lord’s 
Acre at SUMC on Saturday, November 6!  Our 
committee is already planning for a wonderful 
day of fellowship, fun, and food…...and, of 
course, the wonderful auctions that benefit 
SUMC Capital Improvements.  There will be a 
live and silent auction, handmade quilts, chil-
dren’s auction, lunch, and a delicious bake sale.  
More information will come soon!  If you have 
any questions, please email Jenny Cardenas at 
jlm2509@hotmail.com. 

Stephen Ministers available  

If you would like to speak with a Stephen Minis-
ter, please let us know by contacting Donna An-
derson, Director of Stephen Ministry, ste-
phenministry@saginawumc.org 817-269-
5919.  Although these calls may be or      differ-
ent from a Stephen Ministry caring relationship, 
confidentiality aspects still apply, making it easi-
er to share sensitive information or difficult feel-
ings. 

Methodist Men 

The next Methodist Men’s breakfast is Saturday, 
September 11th.  We will meet at JR’s at 8:00 am 
for breakfast and then go to the church to work 
on some projects. 

Methodist Men golf tournament is Friday, Sept. 
24th at The Golf Club @ The Resort.  Registration 
begins about 11:30 am.  Tee off is 1:00 pm: shot 
gun start.  Prizes and drawings.  BBQ burgers, 
etc. on the patio after golf.  This is the only fund-
raiser for Methodist Men and supports the many 
Methodist Men ministries in the church.  Regis-
ter to play at the church website or fill out regis-
tration forms around the church building.  $75.  



Youth Ministry 

Youth Sunday School—September 

September brings a ne Bible Study series to 

SUMC Youth Sunday school!  KINDRED is a 4-

week video-driven Bible Study that takes a look 

at the friendships we have.  For many youth 

(and adults) friendships can often drive and 

sometimes define their lives.  Friendships are 

vital!  Jesus calls us into relationship with one 

another and commands us to love one another 

as He has loved us.  What better foundation to 

build a friendship upon than one built on 

Christ?  This series will challenge youth to see 

how their friendship as believers is dependent 

on Christ being at the center. 

All youth in grades 7-12 are invited to join us 

each Sunday morning at 9:45 am in the youth 

room!  To borrow from the Greatest Teacher ev-

er, “Come and see!” 

What’s Up Wednesdays 

What’s Up Wednesdays got off to a great start 

last month and will continue as we move for-

ward into the school year.  W.U.W.’s offers 

youth a space to come an work on homework or 

projects, play a game or simply hang out and 

catch up.  It is low-key, without programmed 

activities.  Youth are invited to come and use the 

space as needed each Wednesday from 5:30-7:00 

pm. 

Feel free to contact Michelle Burkholeder 

(michelle@saginawumc.org) for more infor-

mation. 

Community Service Project 

As part of our Outreach Ministry, SUMC Youth will 

be featuring a different Community Service Project 

to focus on each month.  For the month of Septem-

ber, we will be focusing our efforts on collecting 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES. 

Even though the school year has already begun, the 

need for extra school supplies is on-going.  We will 

not only be collecting supplies to help students who 

are in need, but we will also focus on helping to keep 

our classroom teachers well-stocked as the year pro-

gresses.  Be sure to keep your eyes open for Supply 

Lists and collection bins around the church!  *Side-

note:  many stores have school supplies on clearance! 

Let’s live out what John Wesley spoke of when he 

said: 

“Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all 

the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all  the 

times you can, to all the  people you can, as long as ever 

you can.” 



Help Needed! 

Are you looking for a cool place to hang out 

and learn about God with a bunch of amazing 

teens?!  Have we got the place for YOU!!  We 

are currently in need of adult volunteers to 

help assist in our Youth Sunday School class.  

Volunteers will serve as second-adult so that 

we meet Ministry Safe guidelines.  All volun-

teers must be Ministry Safe current.  Thank 

you for your prayerful consideration to serv-

ing our youth!  Contact Michelle Burkholder 

(michelle@saginawumc.org), for more infor-

mation or if you are interested in helping out. 

Youth Ministry (cont.) 

Sunday Night Youth Activities—September 

Sept. 19 - Dorito Challenge!  Did you know there 

are over a dozen Dorito flavors?! Come and see if 

you can guess the flavors! 

Sept.  26 - Route 377 Go-Karts - Stay tuned for 

more info to come! 

Children’s Ministry 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL FALL 

Our preschoolers are studying from Spark 
Activate Faith and will be covering Old 
Testament stories such as Adam and Eve, 
Moses, and more! 

Our Pre-K through 2nd graders are studying 
from Celebrate Wonder.  In this study, we will 
be covering the concepts of Reconciliation in 
Genesis and the story of Joseph, Awe in Exodus 
and the story of Moses, and Trust in Exodus 
and Luke. 

Our 3rd-6th graders are studying in the 

Connect curriculum, which connects individual 

Bible stories into larger themes that span the 

whole bible.  This journey begins in the Old 

Testament to give them a solid understanding 

of the history of God’s people, and adds context 

to who Jesus is and why Jesus is so important. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TO GO 

If you are not ready to come back to church just 

yet, but are interested in receiving monthly 

Sunday School to-go bags, please register here or 

contact Charity at children@saginawumc.org.  We 

will begin monthly pick-ups soon.  I am planning 

to TRY and record videos for each lesson, but as I 

am not the most tech savvy, we may continue with 

the videos I am currently using for now. 

WEE WORSHIP 

Currently, all children are welcome to Wee 

Worship.  I would like to get to a point that we can 

have a special bible study and mission time for 

our 2nd-6th graders during the 11:00 time, but the 

Children’s Ministry needs more volunteers to 

make this happen.  During Wee Worship we will 

be talking about the basics of spiritual life.  How 

we pray, learning the Lord’s Prayer, books in the 

Bible and much more. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfpGOMQGJpuV0rsk_4WK4avjOOA3N0K8r3PH7_e7wrE7i98fQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


Children’s Ministry (cont.) 
Upcoming Events: (stay tuned for more 

information) 

• Acolyte Training (3rd - 6th grade) - September 

19th 12:30—2:30 

• Family Bike Day - September 26th 12:30 pm 

• Children’s Sabbath - October 17th 

• Trunk or Treat - October 24th  

• Glen Lake Bible Camp for 3rd - 5th graders - 

November 5-6 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Thank you to all of the volunteers we have had 
this Summer!!!! We are in need of volunteers for 
the fall semester during Sunday School and Wee 
Worship. At this time we will continue with a one 
or two-room Sunday School format until we reach 
a level to increase our room numbers. All 
volunteers must be Ministry Safe current. It 
would be wonderful if you are able to dedicate a 
month at a time, but I completely understand that 
everyone has their own schedules to be mindful 
of. You can view the dates and times needed 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080c45abaf2fabff2-fall1. Thank you for your 
prayerful consideration to serving the children.  

CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

Another program being worked on is bringing 
back the Children's Choir. I have one wonderful 
volunteer who has stepped up to help with this 
program, but I need one more person to help. If 
you are interested in working with our children to 
build their musical interests, please let me know.   
We hope to have this program up and going by 
October so we can be ready in time for Advent. 

ACOLYTE TRAINING 

If you have a child in 3rd - 6th grade who wants 

to be an acolyte (candle-lighter in the 8:30 am 

or 11:00 am services) we will hold Acolyte 

Training for new and returning (as a refresher) 

immediately after church on Sunday, 

September 19th 12:30-2:30. Lunch will be 

provided, please RSVP or contact Charity if you 

have questions.  

FAMILY BIKE DAY 

Join us on Sunday, September 26th 12:30 pm - 2:30 
pm in Fellowship Hall Parking Lot.  Moms, dads, 
kids, grandmas, singles, couples...the church family 
is invited to join the Children’s Ministry in an 
afternoon of fun on wheels.  Bring your bikes, 
trykes, scooters, or whatever moves you.  We will 
discuss bike safety, have helmet checks, the Fort 
Worth Bike Gang will come out to visit, there will 
be games, and at the end we will decorate our rides 
and go on a bike parade.  The Methodist Men will 
be serving up hot dogs for lunch.  Please contact 
Charity to RSVP or for more information. 

SEPTEMBER FOOD DRIVE 

As part of our ministry, the Children’s Department 
will be focusing on a different community service 
project each month.  For the month of September 
we are focusing on collecting food for Community 
Link.  Please go to https://
communitylinkmission.org/donations/pantry-
needs/ for a list of current needs.  Donations can be 
delivered to the Children’s Wing entry. 

TRUNK OR TREAT 

Trunk or Treat is back!  Join us Sunday, October 
24th for our annual Trunk or Treat event.  More 
information will come soon, but in the mean time, 
we are collecting candy for the event. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c45abaf2fabff2-fall1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c45abaf2fabff2-fall1
https://forms.gle/f3Xq5EGrjhHEUf1g6
mailto:children@saginawumc.org


 

On August 31st, Little Blessings opened up our classrooms for the first time since March 
2020.  I want to personally thank all the ’grandmas’ that were there on our first day to provide 

some extra love and support to students who may have needed it!  It ended up being  great 
first day!  It’s hard to believe it’s been over a year and a half since we’ve all been together.  I 

am so thankful to be back at Little Blessings, but in a different role.  

 

I became part of the school family when my youngest daughter, Kendall, was a student in Ms. 

Amber’s Pre-K class.  The next year, I was able to join Little Blessings as a teacher.  Last year, 
while Little Blessings was closed, I was able to continue working as a substitute teacher at 
Bryson Elementary.  I am honored to be back at Little Blessings as the director and can’t wait 

to continue the job that Shelley Collins has done so well, for so long! 

 

Little Blessings will see more changes than just in the director position.  We have added three 

new staff members to our group, and many of our ‘regular’ families have already moved on to 
kindergarten!  We are welcoming new faces and new families!  While we are making changes, 

we have started with a new curriculum, Little Dreamers Dream Big.  Each month our Little 
Blessings will be learning and exploring a new topic, from dinosaurs to bugs to the weather.  
They will also be able to spend time on some NEW playground equipment, which was gener-

ously provided by an anonymous donor from the church.  We are also so thankful for the new 
poles purchased for the playground area, we will have less children trying to climb them than 

before!!  THANK YOU SUMC!! 

 

One thing that will not change, is the time the kids get to spend in chapel, where they will 

continue to hear stories about our great Creator, and His love for all of His children.  We covet 
your prayers over our program, and specifically that we will find one more teacher for our 

3’s class, so we can continue to run at full capacity. 

 

Little Blessings is a two day a week program and runs as a ministry of Saginaw United Meth-

odist Church.  We serve students from 18 months to PreK. 

 

For more information, you can check out our page on the church website www.saginawumc.org, 

or find us on Facebook @littleblessingsSaginaw 

http://www.saginawumc.org
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Focus Newsletter Schedule  

The Focus Newsletter a monthly publication of Saginaw United Methodist Church. The next publication 

will be October 5th with submissions due to office@saginawumc.org by September 28th. Visit 

saginawumc.org/contact-us/email-sign-up/ to sign up to receive the newsletter by email and to receive 

special e-news blasts. 

    Facebook.com/saginawumc 
 

 

Sunday Morning Worship in person and online 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

Office Hours Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

 

www.saginawumc.org                            817.232.0390 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 


