
 

 

 

209 S. Blue Bonnet St. 

Saginaw, Texas 76179 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Fort Worth, Texas 

Permit No. 570 

Focus Newsletter Schedule  

The Focus Newsletter a monthly publication of Saginaw United Methodist Church. The next publication 

will be June 7th with submissions due to office@saginawumc.org by May 31st. Visit saginawumc.org/

contact-us/email-sign-up/ to sign up to receive the newsletter by email and to receive special e-news 

blasts. 

    Facebook.com/saginawumc 
 

 

Sunday Morning Worship in person and online 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

Office Hours Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 

www.saginawumc.org                            817.232.0390 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Upcoming Events 

Sisterhood Community Link   Saturday, May 7  10:00 am - 11:00 am 

Mother’s Day     Sunday, May 8 

Wisdom Group Potluck    Tuesday, May 10  6:00 pm 

Finance Committee Meeting   Tuesday, May 10  7:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Ladies Day Out—Stockyards   Thursday, May 12  10:30 am - 2:00 pm 

Methodist Men’s Breakfast   Saturday, May 14  8:00 am 

Graduation Sunday    Sunday, May 15  11:00 service 

Administrative Council Meeting  Sunday, May 15  12:15 pm - 1:00 pm 

Endowment Committee Meeting  Monday, May 16  7:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Memorial Day (Office Closed)   Monday, May 30 

Trustee Meeting     Monday, June 6  6:30 pm - 7:45 pm 

SPRC Meeting     Monday, June 6  7:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Ladies Quilting Night    Thursday, June 9  7:00 pm 

SPRC has completed its search for a qualified candidate to become 

our Office and Finance Administrator.  We have selected Jennifer 

McIntyre based on her experience with both administrative and fi-

nance work, caring nature, and willingness to learn.  She will begin 

on April 25th.  Diane Weaver, who is our current interim Treasurer, 

and Charity Dragna, current Office Administrator, will work together 

to train and set up Jennifer for success. 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank both Charity and Di-

ane for their service to these positions.  Diane will be stepping back 

to regular congregant. We are extremely appreciative of her time and 

dedication volunteering to manage the church finances.  Charity is 

excited to be transitioning to serving solely as Director of Children’s 

Ministry.  We are very happy that she will continue to serve with us 

at Saginaw UMC.   

If you have any questions, you can reach out to members of the SPRC.  Thank you. 

Sandy Thompson, SPRC Chair 



Connection Opportunities 
 SISTERHOOD UPDATES ON WOMEN’S  

MINISTRY AT SUMC 

WOMEN’S CONFERENCE 

Save the date for the one day Women’s 
Conference on September 10th, 2022. 

 

COMMUNITY LINK DONATIONS                  

Our next collection date is Saturday, May 7th, 10
-11am.  We will be at CL's location, 300 S 
Belmont St, 10-11am. They are collecting 
Chicken Noodle soup, Mac-n-Cheese, kids pasta 
(Ravioli, Spaghetti O’s, etc), Ramen Noodles, 
canned tuna, chicken or Spam, crackers, peanut 
butter, jelly, snacks for kids, rice, dry beans, 
pasta, spaghetti sauce or canned tomatoes, toilet 
paper, laundry detergent, dishwashing soap, 
body soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo/
conditioners, baby items like diapers, wipes & 
formula. Diapers for babies and adults.  Our 
June collection date is June 4th. Contact Shirley 
Stephens (817 683-5289) if you have any 
questions. 
  

LDO MAY (LADIES DAY OUT) 
Ladies Day Out -- please save the date, 
Thursday,  May 12th for a visit to the Fort Worth 
stockyards for lunch and "moseying"  around the 
shops. We'll carpool from church at 10:30, back 
by 2pm. Call Jean King 817-556-7942 with 
questions or for reservations.  More details 
coming!   

LADIES QUILTING NIGHT 
Thursday, June 9th we invite you to  join us for 
an evening with the quilters and stitchers.  Come 
out to learn how to quilt, make stitches, and tie 
blankets.  I am told there is something for all 
skill levels.  They are looking for others to join in 
their ministry.  We will meet in the quilters 
building (behind the church) at 7 pm.  Hope to 
see you there!  For any questions, contact Paula 
Wood at 214-675-3826 or pjw627a@gmail.com. 

DO YOURSELF A FAVOR: JOIN KIDS HOPE! 

There are more children every year that need 

someone to care about them. If you are feeling a 

deeper calling to serve, this could be your 

opportunity to join this rewarding ministry. If 

you think you might be interested in mentoring 

or being a prayer partner, please contact Charity 

Dragna at children@saginawumc.org or call  

817-232-0390 

Change a life and we promise your life will be 

changed, too. Join our team! 

These prayers have been shared with your church family.  Please help us lift these requests to 

the Lord.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. 

Prayers for those in recovery and the families 
supporting them. 

Prayers for Brandon, grandson of Pat Standley.  
He is 28 years old and has leukemia. 

Prayers of healing for Honor Flaim and Jean 
James. 

Prayers for Jeri who has been diagnosed with 
ovarian cancer. 

Prayers of joy for the arrival of Gabriel Michael 
Murry.  He is the great nephew of Kaye and 
Brett Jenkins. 

Prayers for Millie Beavers who had knee 
surgery on Wednesday, April 6th. 

Prayers for Stephanie Morgan who is at home 
with mono. 

Prayers for the family of Irina Snyder.  She is a 
friend of Mary Guess who is in Lviv, Ukraine. 

Prayers for those in Ukraine with missing 
family members and all who have lost loved 
ones. 

Prayers for a friend with a new cancer 
diagnosis. 

Prayers for peace. 

Prayers for Bailey Selling. 

Prayers for Cassandra White’s surgery. 

Prayers for Linda Strause and family in the 
loss of her brother. 

Prayers for friends of Allison Pederson; 
Coleman family on the sudden passing of 
husband and father 

Prayers of healing for Silas Turner as he 
continues to heal. 

Prayers for Charles Williams as he continues 
with his treatment with Chemo 

Prayers for the family of Jason Rexroad. He is the 
son of Sandra & Rusty Rexroad. 

Prayers for the family of Calvin Starn. He is the 
son of George & Amy Starn. 

Prayers for Lynn Ramsey on hospice care. 

Prayers for Elizabeth on a job interview. 

Prayers for Loyd Mullins, for healing. He is the 
grandfather of Laurene McLaughlin's children. 

Prayers for my son, Thomas, as he struggles to 
find himself.  

Prayers for Jason McMillion and the Texas 
Baptist Men that are helping refugees in Poland. 

Prayers for the Flaim family. Thomas is having 
tubes put in on Tuesday & his adnoids removed. 
Baby Benjamin is also being evaluated for 
swallowing issues & tested on Monday. 

Prayers for Angel Sanchez. He is the son of 
Orlando Martinez. 

Prayers for the family of Rayna Stallcup. She is 
the niece of Tammy & Kent Stallcup. She passed 
away unexpectedly following surgery. 

Prayers for a student of Ashley Owen who is 
hospitalized at Cooks Childrens for major testing 
& monitoring for unexplained weight loss for the 
past year. 

 

Prayer List Prayer List 



Connection Opportunities 
Consider making a gift or bequest to the SUMC 

Permanent Endowment Fund.  All gifts and 

bequests to the Fund are set aside in special 

accounts and only the income from them will be 

used, thus assuring that charitable gifts and 

bequests made will be “permanent”.  Your gift in 

your name, your family’s name, or in honor or 

memory of someone you choose is perpetual.  It 

lives on and on.   

The members of the SUMC Permanent 

Endowment Committee are:  Don King (Chair), 

Sherri Rann, Dianne Weaver, Dale Pontius, Ken 

Sipll, Gary Schiffner, Tim Kret and Paula 

Wood.  If you have questions or want more 

information, please contact any of the members of 

this committee. 

The next meeting of the Endowment Committee 
is Monday, May 16 7:00 in Fellowship Hall. 

 

CHOIR 

Greetings SUMC Family! 

The SUMC Sanctuary Choir is back in full swing 
with rehearsals on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 
pm in the Sanctuary.  You are hereby invited to 
come join us!!  Whether you've sung in the past or 
not, we welcome you!!   

 

SAGINAW RINGERS 

The SUMC handbells rehearse on Wednesdays at 
6:00 pm.  Join us in the choir room! 

 

Women ‘s Journey Group 

The “Slightly Off-Balanced” Journey Group would 
like to invite any ladies who are looking for a small 
group to join us on Sunday evenings from 7 p.m. to 
about 8 p.m. The group has single and married 
women with high school and adult aged children. 
We meet by Zoom, so if it sounds good to you to 
stay home while taking part in Bible study and 
friendship, this might be a great fit for you. For 
more information or the Zoom link, please 
contact phrainone@gmail.com 

 

STEPHEN MINISTERS AVAILABLE  

If you would like to speak with a Stephen Minister, 
please let us know by contacting Donna 
Anderson, Director of Stephen Ministry, 
stephenministry@saginawumc.org or call 817-269-
5919.  Although these calls may be or different from 
a Stephen Ministry caring relationship, 
confidentiality aspects still apply, making it easier 
to share sensitive information or difficult feelings. 

LEAVING A LIVING LEGACY 

Did you know that SUMC now has a Permanent 

Endowment Fund?  We sure do! 

We also have a Permanent Endowment Committee 

to help guide the program.  Creation of the 

Committee and the Fund were launched at the 

beginning of 2015 following approval at the Charge 

Conference on October 19 2014. 

The SUMC Permanent Endowment Fund was 

established to encourage members to make 

charitable gifts and bequests that will become a 

permanent honorarium endowment for a) a strong 

financial foundation of the church; b) a living 

memorial; or c) financial support for special 

mission and outreach ministries.  Our goal is to 

give all members an opportunity to participate in 

the church’s Fund. 

Given to the Budget 

In Honor of Jerry Timm’s 79th Birthday 

Given by Terry Timms 

 

Given to the Children’s Wing Remodel 

In Memory of Clarence Hidy 

Given by Gary & Donna Anderson 

Given by Brenda Hockaday 

Given by Martin & Yvette Behrent 

Dale & Londa Pontius 

 

Given to Endowment 

In Memory of Clarence Hidy 

Given by Don & Jean King 

Memorials/Honorariums 

 

Given to the Memorial Fund 

In Memory of Clarence Hidy 

Given by Adrian & Jenny Cardenas 

George Allison 

 

Given to Youth Ministries 

In Memory of Dr. Al Cardenas 

Given by Adrian and Jenny Cardenas 

mailto:phrainone@gmail.com


 

 

2022 Vacation Bible School: Volunteers Needed! 

JUNE 27—JULY 1  9 AM—12 PM 

It is our hope that Vacation Bible School can make a 

return this summer!  We CANNOT do it without 

volunteers!  We need leaders to help guide our kids 

through the party! If you’re an adult or youth 

entering 7th – 12th grade, we need your help at 

Vacation Bible School! We are currently in need of a 

Bible Story Leader and Games Leader, station 

volunteers, and shepherds. 

 

On May 15th, if we do not have enough volunteers to run a full VBS, it will be decided 

if camp can continue this summer and how many children we can invite into our 

church. 

Adult volunteers are needed as teachers and VBS activity leaders. Youth volunteers 

will help assist children in the classrooms and participate as co-leaders in music, art, 

games, and storytelling. Plus, youth can earn up to 20 hours of community service! 

Complimentary nursery care provided for ages 2 and younger for VBS volunteers 

during our VBS program. Child care provided for all VBS meetings. 

Register as an adult volunteer! https://forms.gle/8EJJXm3yMbLF4zZAA 

Register as a youth volunteer! https://forms.gle/rv1tjVeNTHzFh95b7 

Join us as we go on a roll with God at our Food Truck Party! Join us for music, crafts, 

science experiments, games, stories, mission projects and more! 

  If you would like more information, please contact Charity Dragna at 
children@saginawumc.org. 

 

 

 

CALLING ALL 2022 GRADUATES! 

Mark your calendars and make plans to join us for our Senior Sunday Celebration on May 15th! We will have a 
special breakfast reception for the graduates and their families in Fellowship Hall beginning at 9:45 a.m. Display 
tables will be set up for each graduate to display their awards, memorabilia, photos, and other accomplishments. 
Graduates will also be recognized during the 11:00 worship service and given a chance to impart some “words of 
wisdom” to our children during the Children’s Moment.  

 

If you are a graduating senior OR have a graduating senior and would like to be a part of this very special celebra-
tion, please contact Michelle Burkholder, Director of Youth Ministries (michelle@saginawumc.org).  

 

YOUTH MISSION WEEK 

June is right around the corner, which means….MISSION TRIP!!  

This summer, however, youth will be “Growing Where They Are Planted”. During the week of June 26 - July 1 we 
will be focusing on local mission work while still getting the whole mission trip experience! What does that mean 
exactly? It means youth and adult team leaders will eat, sleep, work and worship in and around our church and 
community. SUMC will act as our “Living Center” for the week as teams of youth and adults work on various pro-
jects around the church and at some of our church member’s homes. One big project our youth will also be sup-
porting that week will be VBS!! A special team of youth will be dedicated to serving in whatever capacity our Chil-
dren’s Ministries needs them to. All Youth 7th – 12th grade, as well as graduates, are eligible to participate.  

 

STAY TUNED for more details about this amazing mission week as well as how to get signed up!! Please contact 
Michelle Burkholder (michelle@saginawumc.org) if you have any questions.  

https://forms.gle/8EJJXm3yMbLF4zZAA
https://forms.gle/rv1tjVeNTHzFh95b7
mailto:michelle@saginawumc.org
mailto:michelle@saginawumc.org


Thank you to EVERYONE for helping make our 

Easter Eggstravaganza a success!  Thank you to 

all of our volunteers and everyone who donated 

eggs and egg filler.  And a special thank you to 

Kimberly King and Tim Mash who filled 2500 

eggs!  Thank you to the Sisterhood, Sunday 

After Class, and Women of Grace for their 

donations which helped make the cookie 

decoration station happen, and to the Samaritan 

class for their donation of the confetti eggs. 

 

Thank you to everyone who purchased Easter 

Lilies.  Just over $870 was able to go towards the 

Children’s Wing Renovation fund thanks to all 

of your support.  Kristin and I are so grateful for 

your contributions to help us update the 

Children’s space for our youngest blessings and 

make them feel like they are worth our time and 

energy.  Thank you, thank you, thank you! 

UPCOMING EVENTS: (STAY TUNED FOR 

MORE INFORMATION) 

• Confirmation - February 13—May 8 

• Confirmation Celebration June 5th 

• Family Summer Camp June 5th 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

We are in need of volunteers for the spring 
during Sunday School,  Wee Worship, and 
events.  All volunteers must be Ministry Safe 
current. It would be wonderful if you are able to 
dedicate a month at a time for Sunday School 
and/or Wee Worship, but I completely 
understand that everyone has their own schedules 
to be mindful of. Please contact Charity Dragna, 
children@saginawumc.org, if you are interested.  
Thank you for your prayerful consideration to 
serving the children.  

 

 

 

 

 

SAGINAW SUMMER CAMP 

Whole Family/Whole Church Event 

Sunday, June 5th - 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Sign up to attend by June 1st 

 

It’s back in a one night format!  A fun kick off to 

summer for the whole church which will 

include, dinner, crafts, games,  music and 

movement, and praise. 

For questions, contact Charity Dragna at 

children@saginawumc.org 

 

MID-SPRING YOUTH RETREAT  

 

“Then Jesus said to them, come with me, by 
yourselves to a quiet place and get some 
rest.”  Matthew 6:31 

 

Recently, SUMC Youth along with 
youth from Alliance UMC had the op-
portunity to live out this verse from 
Matthew for real. Over 30 youth and 
adult volunteers headed up to Camp 
Copass in Denton, Texas for some rest, 
relaxation, fellowship and FUN! Situat-
ed on beautiful Lake Lewisville, the 
camp offered lots of lakeside spots to sit 
and reflect, read, take a nap or just ex-
plore. Activities ranged from mini golf, 
Gaga ball and human foosball to simply 
swinging on swings to see how high one 
could “soar”! 

 

To truly open themselves up to the retreat experience, youth committed themselves to being “unplugged” from 
technology for the entire weekend! Each youth gave up their phone before we left on Friday and did not receive 
them back until Sunday. I have to say, it was such a joy and so much fun to see them interacting with each other 
and spending so much time outside just playing and exploring.  

 

The theme for the weekend was “The Darkness and the Light”. Some of 
the topics discussed were God as Creator of the Light, Jesus is the Light, 
how to combat darkness and living as the light. Another highlight of the 
weekend was our sunset worship on Saturday night at “The Three Cross-
es” and Sunday morning down by the water near our cabin. The pres-
ence of the Holy Spirit could truly be felt in that place!  

 

A HUGE thanks to all of the youth who worked so hard on creating such 
an amazing weekend for everyone! And we simply could NOT have 
done it without our incredible adult volunteers!! THANK YOU, Charity, 
Mary, Rebecca, Condi and Michael for choosing to spend the weekend 
with these wacky, wonderful youth!  

 

 



 

Following their JR’s breakfast on April 9, Methodist Men stained and prepped the wonderful signs 
made by David White that will be installed on the 3 corners of the campus.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next meeting is Saturday May 14.  Meet at JR’s for breakfast at 8:00. Following the project at church will be 
to install the 3 signs on the corners of the campus. 

 

• The annual Methodist Men’s Retreat resumes this year. November 11-13 at Lake Murray, OK.  More de-
tails to come. 

 

• The annual Elmer & Claire Watson Memorial Golf Tournament is being planned for early fall. More de-
tails to come. 

 

• Methodist Men have funded tee shirts for VBS week of June 27. 

 

Methodist Men will provide advice, guidance, tools and supervision of the youth on a project during their 

annual Mission Trip being held in Saginaw this year.                              

Little Blessings is quickly wrapping up a wonderful year!  We just finished our unit on “My Earth” with 

activities that studied this wonderful world the Lord created for us.  The toddlers were able to investi-

gate different types of rocks with magnifying classes, and the Pre-K class used their hands and imagina-

tions to create their very own volcano!   

Our students also learned about the importance of caring for our earth.  Reduce, recycle, and reuse, were 

words we used often with our children throughout the month.  Ms. Lee and Ms. Scarlet’s class used recy-

cled materials for their crafts, and Ms. Susan, Ms. Alicia, and Ms. Amber’s class took care of our earth by 

(safely) picking up pieces of trash on our walk from the library!  It is so wonderful to have a school 

where we can openly share with our students who the Creator of this wonderful universe is, and why 

HE is the reason we are here to care for it.   

In other news, Little Blessings has reason to celebrate!  We are fully staffed for the first time in months!  It 

is wonderful to see our teachers getting the support they need in the classrooms!  I have prayed for the 

right staff to come to our program, and our God provided.  Please rejoice with me for this answer to 

prayer!  We are looking forward to finishing out the year strong, with our Pre-K class graduating and 

moving on to kindergarten at the end of the month.   



God’s Excellence  

“We need to give our best to the Lord.”  

“Whatever we do in church, it needs to be excellent.”  

I’ve heard statements like this numerous times growing up in the church. Indeed, I’ve even espoused them myself. 

However, God has recently challenged me regarding such beliefs, and here’s why: Our standards of excellence are 

not God’s standards. What we consider ‘our best’ is often not what God considers best.  

In the Bible study that Pastor Ramon and I co-teach, we have been going through the Gospel of Mark. Last 

week, we talked about a beautiful moment in Mark 10:13-16 where Jesus is adamant about children being equal 

recipients of his ministry. The disciples try to discourage the children from seeing Jesus. They assume Jesus has 

more important matters to which he can attend. After all, shouldn’t Jesus’ ministry be as excellent as it can be? 

Surely, they suppose, that wouldn’t involve spending precious time on children. However, Jesus challenges them 

on what it means to have an excellent ministry. He says, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder 

them, for to such as these belong the kingdom of God.” 

We might assume that the kingdom of God belongs to only the best and most excellent. But Jesus reminds 

us that it is found amongst the smallest children. Indeed, the whole Gospel of Mark reminds us that the kingdom 

of God is found amongst those who are marginalized, outcasts, or considered second-class citizens by society. The 

kingdom is found amongst those who are not deemed “the best” according to our human standards. But by the 

standards of God, we see that the most excellent ministries are those that humble themselves and patiently enter 

into the messy imperfections of life to bring glory to God—even when it doesn’t fit the rest of what society says is 

the best.  

Almighty God, may your Holy Spirit enable us to perceive the grace found in imperfection. Grant us the 

humility to be patient when things do not meet our own standards. Grant us the joy to celebrate participation ra-

ther than demanding perfection. Amen. 

From Nathaniel Metz From Pastor Ramon Smith—Saginaw UMC: A Caring Church 

Grace and Peace be unto you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Thanks for your loving kindness 
towards my family during the bereavement of Ronald Galloway, my father. We received a flood of cards via the 
postal service and my church inbox. We also received a Peace Lily from the church. Isabelle, our daughter, is do-
ing an excellent job of caring for the plant. Isabelle is the only one in the family with a green thumb. Some mem-
bers delivered a meal, sent emails, and made phone calls demonstrating your care for our family. The people of 
Saginaw United Methodist Church practiced works of mercy. John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist Move-
ment, referred to works of mercy as means of grace. Simply put, Saginaw showered my family with the unmerit-
ed, unearned, and unconditional love of God. 

Following a time of reflection, two things are crystal clear to me: we have an extremely caring church, and the 
light of Easter Sunday provides us with the hope that death does not have the final say. My grief was visible to 
everyone because of my role as pastor. What about people who are sitting in the pews who need care? What 
about people missing from our pews due to illness or lack of transportation? Scripture is clear when Jesus says, 

"Then the king will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who will receive good things from my Father. Inherit the kingdom 
that was prepared for you before the world began. I was hungry and you gave me food to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me a 
drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed me. I was naked, and you gave me clothes to wear. I was sick and you took care of 
me. I was in prison, and you visited me.' (Matthew 25:34-36) 

Currently, we have Stephen Ministers, who provide one-on-one care for people who have experienced loss. Ste-
phen Ministers have received specialized training to help people journey through grief. Beyond the work of Ste-
phen Ministers, there are still opportunities to provide care to members of our congregation. Our church does a 
good job of caring for people who attend our Sunday School classes, and small groups and live in our neighbor-
hoods. Care is happening organically for people we know. What about the people we don't know as well? Devel-
oping a formalized caregiving ministry can help us fill gaps in our current care ministry to help people during 
challenging seasons. Here is an outline of our plan. 

Caregivers Ministry –Church members take care of and love other church members in three practical ways: 

Meal Wagon: Preparation, Delivery, or purchase of meals  

Meals for those discharged from the hospital or parents who bring home a new baby.  

Meals for church members or persons in the community who are bereaved.  

Visitation: Visit shut-ins in nursing homes/their own homes.  

Monthly home visits with Pastor or Staff 

Conversation/Prayer Partners 

Transportation: Ride to a doctor's appointment or the grocery store.  

We are establishing a team led by Caregiver Coordinators. Please prayerfully, consider if God has called you to 
serve in this ministry area. Serving in this ministry is an opportunity to pour out the grace of God upon those who 
are sick, shut-in, and need to know that they are not alone. If you feel called to serve God and others through this 
ministry, contact Pastor Ramon Smith at Ramon@saginawumc.org 

mailto:Ramon@saginawumc.org

