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We are called to a ministry of service through baptism and 
membership vows.  However, many of us face the reality of 
demanding jobs and household obligations.  Deep in our hearts, 
we all want to do our part for the kingdom of God, yet we don't 
know how to manage all of the competing interests.  As a result, 
we have servant ministries and faith development opportunities 
at Saginaw UMC with different levels of commitment.  In this 
special edition of the Focus Newsletter, we will provide 
information about the ministries at Saginaw United Methodist 
Church and how you can get plugged in.  

Recently, Gabrielle (my wife) and I were looking for a new 
restaurant experience.  We wanted to step outside our regular 

restaurant experiences, those places in our current rotation of restaurants.  Our online 
search engine searched for places with top reviews and ratings.  We settled on a Thai 
restaurant on 28th street in Fort Worth.  We arrived at our destination, which was an old 
strip mall.  Immediately, I said wow, this can't be it, right?  There was nothing attractive or 
good about the structure.  But, we decided to go inside.  Our experience was phenomenal.  
The inside of the restaurant was very nice, and the food was amazing.  The waitress took 
great care of us.  The restaurant manager checked on us multiple times.  What we enjoyed 
best was the service which was given with a smile.  The restaurant owners did not have a 
building with an impressive facade, but they had fantastic food and phenomenal service.  

 When was the last time that you experienced phenomenal service?  Most of us expect 
that when we enter a business establishment, we will receive good service.  The more 
money we spend, the greater our expectations.  For example, we don't expect the same 
level of service at a fast food restaurant that we expect to receive at a five-star restaurant 
offering fine cuisine.   

 God expects us to serve, and the quality of our service should reflect the size of the 
God who dwells in our hearts.  Therefore, our service does not depend on age, gender, or 
social location.  All these things are external factors.  Service is an act of grace empowered 
by the Holy Spirit to do works of piety, mercy, and justice so that more people meet Jesus, 
are transformed by the Holy Spirit, and experience the liberating, healing, and reconciling 
work of salvation today and eternally.  The goal of service should be personal and social 
holiness.  

        Blessings and Peace, Pastor Ramon Smith 



• Is your child (3rd grade and up) interested in 

joining the Saginaw Acolyte ministry team? An 

acolyte is a helper or attendant and derives 

from ancient Greek. Within a Methodist church 

service, acolytes are the bearers of the flame 

that light the candles at the opening of the 

service and extinguish them at the service's 

conclusion. 

• New and returning acolytes, and their parents, are invited to lunch 

and training on Sunday, September 18th. Lunch will be served at 

12:15 pm in the Fellowship Hall, followed by training in the 

sanctuary until approximately 1:30 pm.  Register for training and 

childcare by going to saginawumc.org. or sign up at this table.  

• This ministry develops young people into disciples by teaching 

them the importance of service within our local church. They also 

learn the importance of taking the light of Jesus Christ into the 

world. 

• Matthew 5:14-16 says 14 “You are the light of the world. A town built 

on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and 

put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light 

to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine 

before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your 

Father in heaven.”  

• Each acolyte will serve several Sundays during the school year but 

may have the summer months off.   

• Acolytes participate during 8:30 am and the 11 am worship 

services and on special days on the Christian calendar by 

symbolically bringing in and carrying out the light of Jesus Christ. 

Acolytes also assist with communion.  

For more information about the Acolytes, contact Sandra Young at 

children@saginawumc.org  

Acolytes 



• The Audio/Video Ministry exists to provide 

enhancement technology to the SUMC 

worship experience. Both in-house 

technology and remote digital technology 

are employed to maximize the worship 

experience for each individual. 

• The A/V team provides a listening and visual experience familiar 

to modern day worshipers.  

• In addition, the mission of the A/V team is to accurately export 

the vision of SUMC to the remote community. 

• The impact on the community is a digital expansion of church 

activities to the entire community. 

• The Matthew 28:19-20 mandate is an opportunity for the audio 

video ministry to amplify every church outreach effort. 

• A two hour weekly commitment is required plus attendance at 

two hour quarterly review and planning meetings. 

• The physical ability to climb stairways is required plus the technical 

ability to program and operate computerized video and audio 

components. Site specific training will be provided by current A/V 

team members.  

For more information about the A/V team, contact Ron Mayo at 

ronmayo@att.net 

 

 

Audio/Video Team 



•  The Bereavement Committee serves to support 

those persons and families desiring to utilize our 

facility for funeral or memorial services by doing all 

things possible to reflect understanding and 

compassion . Hospitality organizes functions as 

needed.  

• We strive to provide open arms of compassion to show love to those 

suffering from grief. 

• This committee usually fills the need for food for the day of the 

service.   There are 5 groups of dedicated ladies that have signed up 

to help with donations of food and time.  Brunch, light lunch, or 

reception refreshments are available for those functions. 

• “Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in 

others, too.” Philippians 2:4  

For more information on the bereavement/hospitality committee, 

please contact Londa Pontius at londapontius@gmail.com 

Bereavement / Hospitality 



• The Children’s Ministry of SUMC loves and serves 

children from Nursery age through Grade 6. The 

children discover and grow in the knowledge and 

love of God through Our Savior Jesus Christ and 

His Word.  

• Volunteers in this ministry share God’s love with children by helping them 

learn to become lifelong followers of Jesus Christ who love God and love 

people. Christian author and speaker Corrie Ten Boom once said, “The best 

learning I had came from teaching.” As volunteers invest in the spiritual 

development of SUMC children, they will find that their own faith becomes 

stronger and shines brighter.  

• Shining a light here in Saginaw is what we strive to do through both our 

church and our children’s ministry. We provide a safe and engaging place 

for children to come together to experience God’s great love. There are 

several fun holiday activities offered that serve as community open house 

events welcoming guests to join us for a special time. We have hosted 

activities such as Trunk or Treats, Egg Hunts and VBS! 

• Jesus loves the little children, and we follow His call at SUMC. In Matthew 

18:5, Jesus said, “And when you welcome one of these children because of 

me, you welcome me.”  

• Volunteers in the children’s ministry can be involved as often as weekly in a 

Sunday School class or just once or twice a year for a special community 

activity. 

• There is a place just for YOU in the SUMC children’s ministry. Our volunteers 

can be seen loving kids, smiling, singing, dancing, decorating, sharing God’s 

word, playing games, acting out Bible stories, eating snacks and having fun. 

(It really is as awesome as it sounds!) 

• Any adult that is interested in volunteering will need to complete the Ministry 

Safe process before serving. It is a child/youth safety course that is 

completed online.  

• Anyone teaching in Sunday School will be provided with lessons and 

materials needed for class.  

• Children’s Ministry is a great fit for anyone who was once a kid! So, I suppose 

that means anyone!  

• Our Kids would love to have you serve in Children’s Ministry at SUMC!  

For more information about Children’s Ministries, contact Sandra Young at 

children@saginawumc.org  

Children’s Ministries 



 

Choir 
• Our Music Ministry provides musical leadership and 

special music in our Worship services, as well as 

additional activities as needed. This ministry includes 

participation in our Sanctuary Choir and Handbells. 

• Our ministry is an integral element of Worship, and 

we work to reach our congregation and community in 

order to make disciples of Jesus Christ through the 

power and majesty of music. 

• We align directly with the Psalms, as we strive to "make a joyful 

noise unto The Lord", as well as Matthew 28: 16-20....the Great 

Commission! 

• The time commitments for Handbells is 6:00 - 7:00 pm on 

Wednesdays, and both Worship services on Sundays when 

scheduled to ring. 

• The Sanctuary Choir practices from 7:00-8:30 pm on Wednesdays 

and performs 11:00 am Worship on Sundays and occasional 8:30 

am services as well. 

• Handbells:  Must have the ability to read and understand musical 

rhythmic notation/hand-eye coordination. 

• Choir:  Must have the ability to match pitch with voice and have a 

basic understanding of musical notation. 

 
For more information about Music Ministries, contact Shawn Bell at 

shawn@saginawumc.org 



• The Community Link Ministry looks to establish a team of volunteers

who will help fulfill the mission of Community Link by providing food

and other resources to those in need.

• By volunteering on a regular basis at

Community Link, SUMC volunteers would

be fulfilling the mission of the church to

make disciples of Jesus Christ for the

transformation of the world…one person at a time. Feeding the

hungry and providing a service for those in need would allow

SUMC to put into action a response to the greatest needs of our

area with compassion and hope.

• In 2021, 329 volunteers worked 12,458 hours to serve 19,636 families

at Community Link.  Community Link is a Premier Pantry serving

Northwest Tarrant County and is seeking to expand the services

offered.

• Matthew 25:35-40 speaks directly to providing for the hungry and

thirsty, saying in part “For I was hungry and you gave me something

to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a

stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed

me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you

came to visit me. Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the

least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”

• Volunteers will be asked to commit to one shift per month. Shifts are

2-3 hours, day to be determined by the volunteers (Monday,

Tuesday, or Thursday).

• Community Link is a warehouse with concrete floors. Carts are

provided for collection of food for clients. Some bending and lifting

are required. Close-toed shoes must be worn.

For more information about the Community Link Ministry, contact 

Karen Sutton at holyfocus@saginawumc.org 

Community Link Ministry 



Discernment 
• The Discernment Committee exists to serve as a ministry listening 

post to constantly monitor the following: 

 a.) Future needs of the SUMC brick and mortar 

 campus. 

 b.) Future needs of the SUMC membership. 

 c.) Future needs of the surrounding SUMC 

 community. 

 d.) Future needs of the remote digital community. 

• The mission of Discernment is to evaluate future needs and trends 

of SUMC with appropriate reporting to the church membership. 

• This ministry helps develop the best possible tools for SUMC’S 

implementation of “The Great Commission”. 

• The impact on the community is for SUMC to provide values and 

assistance not offered by other venues. 

• Hebrews 13:16 reminds us to share good with others. 

• Three hours per meeting will be required for each quarterly session.  

• People skills are required in order to engage community and 

church membership interactions. Members will need digital 

communication technical abilities. 

• This committee targets all age groups using age appropriate 

surveys and studies. 

For more information about the Discernment Committee, contact Ron 

Mayo at ronmayo@att.net 



• The Doorstep Ministry has been an 

important part of SUMC for many 

years.  Its mission is to welcome visitors 

with open hearts and a small gift to 

remember SUMC by.  

• It is hoped that visitors to SUMC will 

feel welcome and comfortable so that 

they may eventually join the 

congregation and be active 

participants in the church and community.  

• It is hoped that visitors will spread the Good Word to their friends 

and families and invite them to also visit SUMC.  

• Hebrews 13:2  “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 

thereby some have entertained angels unawares.” 

• Galatians 5:14  For the whole law is fulfilled in one word:  "You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself." 

• Volunteers are needed for approximately 15 minutes after each 

service once a month to pass out gift bags to first-time visitors; and 

maybe twice a year the volunteers will meet to assemble the 

bags. 

• A smile is the only necessary skill! 

For more information about the Doorstep Ministry, contact Bonnie 

Dodyk at bonnielwill@yahoo.com 

Doorstep Ministry 



• Go Snacks Transportation Team is made up of 

volunteers who will transport boxes of snacks 

from Community Link to High Country 

Elementary on a weekly basis. 

• By volunteering to provide snacks to food insecure children, SUMC 

volunteers would be fulfilling the mission of the church to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world…one 

person at a time. 

• Delivering snacks to food insecure students would impact families 

struggling with the increased grocery prices.  Students receiving 

snacks would be able to count on having food items during the 

weekend which would add to their food security. 

• Isaiah 58:10 says, “If you give some of your own food to those who 

are hungry and to satisfy those what are humble, then your light will 

rise in the dark, and your darkness will become as bright as the 

noonday sun.” 

• Once a week deliveries would need to be made (usually on 

Thursday morning). Time involved would be approximately one 

hour. 

• Volunteer drivers would need to be able to lift and move boxes 

from their vehicle to a cart for delivery to the school.  Boxes weigh 

10-15 pounds. The number of students involved would determine 

the total number of boxes to be delivered each week. 

For more information about Go-Snacks transportation, contact Karen 

Sutton at holyfocus@saginawumc.org 

Go Snacks Transportation 



Lord’s Acre 

• Lord’s Acre is a church-wide event that raises funds for our church 

infrastructure. Additionally, Lord’s 

Acre helps strengthen relationships 

within the Saginaw UMC 

congregation, as well as 

providing an opportunity to meet 

and build relationships with 

visitors…..all through food, fun, and 

fellowship! 

• The proceeds from our auctions, 

bake sales, quilt sales, and lunch 

help improve our church’s physical building. In the past, money 

raised has gone towards replacing air conditioning units, funding 

general repairs, etc. - which helps our congregation and guests 

have a safe and comfortable place to worship.  

 

• Lord’s Acre provides a wonderful way to invite friends and family to 

see and experience the warm fellowship of SUMC.  

•  Psalm 118:24 “This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice 

and be glad in it.” Lord’s Acre is a day with laughter and rejoicing - 

a day we celebrate our most awesome God with our church 

family! 

  

• We’ll take whatever you can give! Whether it’s donations, time, 

singing ability, or organizational skills, we have a spot for you!  

 

• Physical labor may be involved such as setting up tables and 

chairs, and moving items to bidding area. Computer skills needed 

for data entry for sales and money collection; Artistic talent always 

welcome in creating items for auctions and decorating for the live 

auction. 

For more information, contact Jenny Cardenas at 

jlm2509@hotmail.com 



 

Quilters 

• The SUMC Quilters are most famous for the 

beautiful hand quilted quilts that are auctioned 

off during Lord’s Acre.  But we are so much more 

than that! We make smaller quilts that are hand 

tied to give to Presbyterian Night Shelter, 

Community Link, church members who are 

seriously ill and our shut-ins.  We make pillows 

from smaller pieces of fabric & stuff them with 

left over batting.  These go to PNS along with the 

quilts.  All of our fabric is donated to us, but we purchase the 

batting (the filler in the middle of quilts). 

• We have been donating quilts & pillows for over 15 years.  Each 

quilt has a label with our church name on it.  This is a ministry that is 

near & dear to our hearts. Making these quilts is a labor of love to 

those who need so much more than we can provide.  We hope 

they feel the love & prayers when they wrap up in the quilt. 

• Anyone is welcome to come Wednesday mornings 8:30-11:30.  You 

don’t need to know how to sew, we can teach you. We have other 

things that anyone can do, like choosing fabric from our stash to 

make the small quilts or stuffing pillows.  

• Come by and visit us any Wednesday morning.  You may find a 

new place you want to come every week.  We’d love to see you!  

 

For more information about the Quilters program, please contact Ada 

Umsted at aumsted72@gmail.com  



Sisterhood 

• The Sisterhood is led by Methodist 

women who like to meet for fun, 

fellowship and worship.  Our goal is to 

bring all ladies together in commonalties 

of life with a Christian outlook.   

• We’re mission minded as we aid in collecting clothing, food and 

other items the community needs. We have helped the women’s, 

animal, and homeless shelters by serving their needs. We also have 

a yearly spiritual retreat for revival.  We always stand ready to help 

our sisters in need but also brothers.  

• Offering support to women not only in the church but those who 

also are non-members.   

• I Cor 12:12; “We are many members, but the body is one.” 

• We meet monthly as LDO (Ladies Day Out) and/or LNO (Ladies 

Night Out).  Occasionally, more often as the members wish.   

• The only requirement is a willingness to serve the Lord and each 

other with a prayerful heart.  

For more information about the Sisterhood Ministry, contact Shirley 

Stephens at ss4541@swbell.net 

  



Stephen Ministry 
• Stephen Ministry offers a proven and effective way to 

organize, equip, and supervise a team of congregation 

members—called Stephen Ministers—to provide high-

quality, one-to-one, Christ-centered care to people in 

the congregation and the community experiencing life 

difficulties.  

• Pastors have a team of gifted, trained, and committed lay 

caregivers ready to minister to hurting people. Laypeople nurture 

and use their gifts in meaningful ministry, growing spiritually as they 

serve others.  People who are hurting have a caring Christian 

presence to provide emotional and spiritual support. 

• When called upon, Stephen Ministers can be assigned to members 

of the community who are not members of SUMC.  

• In Acts 6, Stephen was among those chosen to provide caring 

ministry to those in need.  Since Jesus’ time, caring ministry has 

been a hallmark of the Christian faith community. 

• Stephen Ministry requires 60 hours of training, typically taught in 20 

weekly sessions, and possibly including one or more retreats. This 

training combines pre-class reading, devotions, presentation, 

discussion, skill practice, and video.  Once commissioned, Stephen 

Ministers commit to attending two meetings each month for 

devotions, continuing education, and peer supervision.  When 

assigned to a care receiver, Stephen Ministers typically meet with 

that person for one hour each week during the duration of that 

relationship. 

• In addition to the time commitment, Stephen Ministers should be 

trustworthy, compassionate, full of faith, and skilled.  Skills should 

include being good listeners, able to keep confidentiality, and non-

judgmental.  

For more information about the Stephen Ministry, contact Donna 

Anderson at StephenMinistry@saginawumc.org 



 

Ushers 

• As Ushers, we are also greeters and 

usually the first person our visitors 

meet.  Our goal is to make everyone 

comfortable and help them orient 

with our campus.  If they need nursery 

or the children’s wing we escort them 

there, introduce them and escort 

them back to the sanctuary. We offer 

the most recent newsletter and information about the classes, 

groups and events coming up that might blend with their family.  

• Ushers may help with different aspects of worship including offering, 

communion, entry, exit, emergency egress and more. Most of all, 

we have a servant’s heart. 

• As we serve the Lord by ushering, we “set the tone” by smiling and 

trying to make everyone feel welcome.  We’re physically willing to 

help with entry and mobilization.  

• We are welcoming and accepting of everyone.  We introduce 

others sitting around them so they feel comfortable and will 

hopefully pass that on to their family, friends and neighbors. 

• Romans 12:13 “Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to 

show hospitality.” 

• We have dedicated ushers that serve one week (worship service) a 

month. 

• Our ministry requires only the ability to smile and welcome others.  

Our goal is to make others comfortable in God’s house. 

For more information about the Ushers, contact Shirley Stephens at 

ss4541@swbell.net 



• The Watchmen Ministry was created to provide a safe, peaceful 

worship atmosphere for members and visitors. We will assist the 

pastor and church staff in such things as fire escape plans, severe 

weather / tornado responses, bomb threats, suspicious packages, 

suspicious vehicles, intruders, active shooter and medical 

emergencies. We welcome anyone with medical experience to 

join our ministry. 

• We feel our ministry would assist in SUMC outreach programs to the 

community by providing an increase in safety for all who attend 

our services. 

• Impact on the community would be beneficial by providing a level 

of security and safety during our many special events; i.e. ice 

cream socials, Halloween, Lords  Acre,  4th of July and Christmas. 

• Scripture mandate “I have set watchmen upon my walls, O 

Jerusalem, which shall never hold their peace day nor night: ye 

that make mention of the Lord, keep not silent.”  Isaiah 62:6 ( KJV ) 

• Our hope is to get enough people involved so everyone would 

only have to participate 1 Sunday a month for 2 hours. We have an 

8:30 service to cover (4 people) and an 11:00 service to cover (4 

people). Ideally, we would like to have 40 volunteers; 8 people per 

Sunday with a possible 5 Sundays per month. We currently have 20 

people in the Watchmen Ministry. 

• Watchmen must be physically fit, be calm under pressure, use 

good judgement and common sense and always be aware of 

current situations. 

 

For more information about the Watchmen Ministry, contact Lenny 

Moore at 

Watchmen 



Worship Support Team 
• The Worship support team exists to make 

sure the sacrament of communion is 

ready every Sunday at 8:30 am service 

and every first Sunday at the 11:00 am 

service.  Communion is a symbol of Christ 

with us serving and participating with us. 

• We believe that the Lord’s Supper is a 

memorial instituted by Jesus as a 

symbolic expression of faith. 

• Communion is open to all who claim a personal relationship with 

Jesus. 

• 1 Corinthians 10:17 Since there is one loaf of bread, we who are 

many are one body, because we all share the one loaf of bread. 

• At least once a week making sure sacraments, paraments 

and candles are ready for communion. 

• Have to be able to change and clean all paraments, fill trays with 

sacraments, clean and polish all brassware.  Would have to climb 

steps to clean choir stand and choir pews of debris. 

For more information about the Worship Support Team, please 

contact Jane Kret at jakret@mac.com  



 

Young Families 
• This Sunday School Class exists to help 

Young Couples grow in their faith and 

encourage one another.  This class will also 

address the unique challenges of couples 

under 50.  In this group, “everyone shares 

the load.”  

• This group helps make disciples of Jesus 

Christ through prayer, bible study, group discussion, fellowship, and 

mission.  

• Northwest Tarrant County is one of the fastest-growing areas in our 

country.  Many of the people moving into this area are young 

families.  This Sunday School class can develop people into 

disciples of Jesus Christ who reach other young families. 

• Acts 2:42-44 (NIV) The Fellowship of the Believers:  42 They devoted 

themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and to prayer.  43 Everyone was filled with awe 

at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles.  44 All 

the believers were together and had everything in common. 

• The class will meet weekly.  Each participant is encouraged to 

attend at least twice a month.  Most of the material will not require 

homework or extensive reading.  

• All you need to bring is a willingness to grow in faith. 

• We will start with Sunday School Kickoff material which lasts for 

eight weeks.  The material will be available for download from our 

church website. The kickoff will be September 11 in C21. 

For information about Young Families, contact Pastor Ramon Smith at 

ramon@saginawumc.org 



Youth Ministries 
• Youth Ministries exist to form and live out 

our faith in community together and to 

serve the community in which we live.  

• By offering our time, resources and 

support whenever and wherever 

possible.  

• To be examples of love and acceptance to the community 

around us by offering a space where all are welcome.  

• “There is one body, but many parts. But all its many parts make 

up one body.” 1 Corinthians 12:12 

• We all come from different backgrounds, schools, jobs, and have 

many different talents and gifts among us. One is no more 

important than the other is! Together we form one body of 

believers, one community, one family.  

• We meet Sunday mornings, Sunday nights, and/or Wednesday 

nights. 

• There are requirements to volunteer, other than a love and 

passion for young folks!  

• Our youth are in grades 7-12. Names of the studies/curricula for 

the fall is still being determined.  

For more information about Youth Ministries, contact Michelle 

Burkholder at michelle@saginawumc.org 




